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Millions of orphaned children live in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Millions more are estimated world wide.

Love Is The Answer - LITA - shares Love with orphaned children in Uganda. 

LITA contributors share in the empowerment of the children, and in initiatives  
that promote sustainable self sufficiency for them and their caregivers. 

LITA’s 2020/2021 THEME
      

(2)

CHOOSE



cath@loveistheanswer.ca

Greetings of Love to All  
We’re playing some catch up  here, recapping our 
2019/2020 and 2020/2021 fiscal years together in this 
one report. We’re also pausing to celebrate the 
amazing milestone of LITA reaching 10 years as a 
Canadian registered charity, as of March 2021! 

Given the huge concerns that for many have dictated 
life in dramatic and uncertain fashion these past 20 
months, we have decided that our theme for this dual 
year annual report is ‘CHOOSE LOVE’.

At LITA, we wish to honour our entire beautiful human 
family, our parents, friends, partners, sisters, brothers, 
sons and daughters the wide world over who have 
responded to daily circumstances these months with 
so much Love, as massive waves of uncertainty have 
crashed ashore since February 2020. 

Let’s gather to celebrate our indomitable collective 
human spirit - our irrefutable strength, resilience, and 
massive capacity to care! We have all likely seen 
many examples of TRUE LOVE IN ACTION within our 
own families and communities during these months, 
and every time that we have, we have witnessed the 
power in deciding to CHOOSE LOVE. Continued 
strength, courage and empowerment to all as we do 
our very best to Love everyone, everywhere. 

Thankful for all the Love that has brought 
us exactly to where we are right now, we 
celebrate with deep gratitude our 10 years 
as a registered charity  in Canada. Right 
from the start in 2007, friends took on my 
vision as their own and helped provide the 
guidance and expertise needed to 
complete LITA’s registration as a charity 
with CRA in March of 2011. With that big 
task successfully accomplished, new doors 
flung wide open. During these 10 years 
that have followed, the support from many 
Love Is The Answer family members, along 
with old and new friends and contributors, 
has helped our charity to build 4 schools 
and dormitory housing for hundreds of 
primary aged orphans. It has also provided 
emergency health care and food, safety, 
income generation support and most 
especially  access to education for 1000’s 
of orphaned and vulnerable children in 
Uganda. Love always has been, and ever 
will be the answer to all. Thank you 
everyone, for sharing this miraculous 
journey with us. Much Love xoC

Remember that Doobie Bros line.. “Without Love, 
where would you be now?”  We painted it on our LR 
wall at Kamonkoli to help remind us all, every day <3 

Colorful CHOOSE LOVE Poster Wall Art Print | Etsy | Love ...pinterest.com

mailto:cath@loveistheanswe.ca
mailto:cath@loveistheanswe.ca
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/503981014550797351/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/503981014550797351/


LITA provides emergency food, shelter and health care/safety support for the children, 
along with education support including school fees and requirements, 

hot lunches, transport, room, board, etc.

During our 2019/20 - 2020/21 fiscal years, Love Is The Answer 
continued our Lovework with close to 170 orphaned and vulnerable children ranging in school 
from ‘Baby Class’ in Preschool to University, at 75 schools, located in 25 districts throughout 

eastern, central and northern Uganda.
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Students Supported with School Fees
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3 students supported 2011/12
6 students supported 2012/13

10 students supported 2013/14
39 students supported 2014/15
39 students supported 2015/16

42 students supported 2016/17 
92 students supported 2017/18        
170 students supported 2018/19
168 students supported 2019/20 
163 students supported 2020/21

As of 2020/21 19 students have completed certificates/diplomas/degrees;

https://doodlemoo.com/collections/art-prints/products/choose-love-typographic-print-pink-and-red-print-poster
https://doodlemoo.com/collections/art-prints/products/choose-love-typographic-print-pink-and-red-print-poster


 education in 
Uganda 

 2019/2020 

As usual and right in perfect time, the new school year 
began in early Feb 2019, with primary students reporting 

first, along with some senior classes.

When our new fiscal year began March 1, 2019, LITA 
had helped 168 students - 83 Girls and 85 Boys - 

get back to school throughout February. 

Graduations during the year included: 
5 x Teacher Training; 1 x Construction Course; 
1 x Nursing Certificate; 1 x Carpentry Course; 

3 x Mechanics Course; 1 x Metal Fabricating Course; 

During 2019/20, working with a group of Cdn women 
who support a project for orphaned children in Jinja, 

we also built accommodation for 24 children (below right), 
4 x A Level Classrooms, and a computer room 

for a high school in Tororo.

Help Refugeeshelprefugees.org

https://helprefugees.org/news/choose-love-drawing/
https://helprefugees.org/news/choose-love-drawing/


 education in 
Uganda 

 2020/2021 
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Following a national election in January, the new 
school year began in early Feb 2020 with primary 

and secondary students staggered in their 
reporting, throughout February.

As we began our new fiscal year March 1, 2020, 
LITA had helped 163 students, 83 girls and 80 boys 
get back to school, and had paid their 1st term fees 

in full, throughout the month of February. 

On the 18th of March, the President announced 
that although there were no known cases of CV19  

in Uganda, schools and places of worship would be 
closed on Friday, 20th March 2020, for one month. 

 Schools remained closed until candidate classes went 
back to classes in a staggered fashion beginning on 
15th Oct., with the aim to complete their 2020 final 
exams in Spring of 2021. University students who 
were in their final academic year also returned to 

studies, online, and with limited campus attendance. 
All other primary and secondary students did not 
return to school within our 2020/21 fiscal year. 

(And have yet too, still.)

Graduations during the year: 
1 x Diploma Social Work and Administration; 

1 x Certificate in Comprehensive Nursing;
2 x Certificates in Early Childhood Education;

https://london.lecool.com/event/refugee-week-choose-love/
https://london.lecool.com/event/refugee-week-choose-love/


Like the world over, in Uganda everything 
closed for a time in Spring/Summer 2020. 
Shops were closed, people couldn’t move, 
there was no driving, food shortages,  
curfews, and many armed police around.

We saw an increase in deaths from typical 
diseases due to poor access to medical 
care. Infant and mother mortality rate  
increased. Domestic abuse, violent 
crimes, murders, sexual assaults and 
defilement (any girl under 18 years 
involved in sex whether forced or 
consensual is considered to have been 
defiled, punishable by jail time). It appears 
that the ongoing school closures have had 
the farthest reaching consequences on 
school girls and their reproductive health. 
Prior to CV19, stats were that 1 in 4 girls 
would have a child in their early  to mid 
teens. Since lockdown, we’ve seen huge 
increases in the numbers of teen 
pregnancies, with the boys responsible 
most often just running away and hiding. 
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“Many households hardly afford 
a meal a day, thus increasing 
the number of teenage girls 
likely to be sexually exploited 
for money and food”,  Kijange 
said.... a parent who doubles as 
a rights defender and the 
executive director of Equal 
Empowerment Network,

Life under ‘Lockdown’ 
Ugandan Style 

CV19 in Uganda 
as of Oct 28, 
2021: cases 

125,861, deaths 
3,204, recovered, 

96,589
 

Current 
population of 
Uganda as of 
October 23, 

2021: 
47,620,779

In March 2020, within the first month of the new 
school year starting and right after clearing the 
entire first term fees for our students, lockdown 
was imposed, sending 15 millions learners out of 
school. We had the challenge to transport all of 
our boarding students back to their respective 
guardians/villages and in many cases were 
called upon to provide continual emergency food 
and health care for many months that followed. 

She said her Primary 
aged daughter “gave 
birth amid many 
complications. Her 
boyfriend ran away for 
fear of responsibility, and 
now she has to face life 
on her own.” Nighty 
Lapobo, 54, parent

A very sad and real epidemic here these past 
months, we’ve seen first hand that in some 
villages almost every teen girl is pregnant or 
carrying a newborn on her back. Tragically, many 
born will never know their fathers. We’ve found it 
so challenging to stand witness to another 
generation of vulnerable children being born, 
many of whom will be rejected, abandoned and 
grow up in conditions of extreme poverty. 

https://emmauscc.sa.edu.au/news-events/news/choose-love
https://emmauscc.sa.edu.au/news-events/news/choose-love
https://www.facebook.com/Equal-Empowerment-Network-EENet-516729795460547/
https://www.facebook.com/Equal-Empowerment-Network-EENet-516729795460547/
https://www.facebook.com/Equal-Empowerment-Network-EENet-516729795460547/
https://www.facebook.com/Equal-Empowerment-Network-EENet-516729795460547/


printclublondon.com

“Uganda is the only country on the 
African continent where schools 
remain fully closed for close to two 
years, despite registering low CV19 
infections and death, according to 
data by a UN Agency. 

This also makes Uganda the country 
that has closed schools longest in 
the world” (more than 77 weeks). 

Daily Monitor 20 Oct 21 ‘Uganda 
kept schools closed longest - Unicef”

“Our laws are weak on sexual 
offenses, and given the prevalence 
of domestic violence due to 
poverty, adolescent girls are often 
married off in exchange for bride 
price,” he told Zenger News. 
Geoffrey Oguti, 45, a parent.“Up to 
now, the Ministry of Education and 
Sports has failed to introduce sex 
education in the national 
curriculum for schools,” he told 
Zenger News...“Equally, many 
parents believe that discussing 
sexuality with a child is a taboo in 
the African culture.”

As the months of school closure 
kept adding up, we eventually tried 
to support our students with some 
form of continued learning. Small 
groups were formed with a focus on 
first accommodating those students 
approaching milestones in their 
education, ‘candidates’ such as our 
Primary 7‘s, O Level Senior 4‘s and 
A Level Senior 6‘s. Tutors were 
hired, which served to help many 
teachers who were also out of work 
and without pay. As best as possible 
we tried to keep our students happy, 
hopeful, engaged and focused on 
their education. 

While some of our youngest have almost 
forgotten about school during these many 
months, when extended closures started to 
become the norm, the government made an 
effort to keep children learning in their home 
context... a very difficult task, given so many 
varying layers of infrastructure that are not in 
place depending on where one is in the country. 

Early on, the entire population was told they 
would receive a mask. Then each household, a 
radio, then each village, a TV, to assist in the 
chi ldren’s learning. These i tems never 
manifested but maybe they kept people a bit 
hopeful for a time during every subsequent 
extension of the lockdown. Over time people just 
tended to carry on as usual, except for the 
students. 

The newspapers periodically published school 
work, and sub-counties received a set of 
education papers for students. But these required 
funds to purchase and/or photo copy, making 
them logistically challenging, sometimes 
impossible, and even a non-priority for many who 
were just trying to keep food on the table. 

As a sidebar, and just FYI, a quick search reveals 
that funds received by Uganda as ‘CV19 Relief’ 
has toppled the $1B US mark. It would appear 
some may have done very well, financially, 
during CV19. Many more, not so much. 

CV19 Relief - Uganda
April 2020 - UN - $316M
July 2020  - ADF - 31M
June 2021 - IMF $1B

https://printclublondon.com/shop/choose-love-lucille-clerc/
https://printclublondon.com/shop/choose-love-lucille-clerc/


KAMONKOLI  

Nearing the end of ‘Lockdown 2020’, we celebrated the 
birthdays of all the students at Kamonkoli together 
at-a-go, with four cakes and gifts! Make A Wish! xo

Kamonkoli is a rural property we’re developing, currently supporting the empowerment and education of several 
male Ugandan students. Kamonkoli offers a full time Mum - Cath - and family life, and acts as a sole home base 
for some of the students, a place where roots and wings can grow! It also supports income generating activities 

for students, and Kamonkoli’s own sustainability. Endless gratitude to all who support our special home <3

daisysweetretreatkids.com

Pictured here with 10 of the guys who quarantined at Kamonkoli 24/7.
At one point we were 13 all together, and yes, we sure did go through a ton of food! 

How did we survive? We prepared early in terms of supplies, and...

1) Everybody needed to keep their head in school books several hours a day, 8am on.
2) Every day another team of two cooked lunch and did all the dishes for the entire day.
3) Everybody signed up for household chores required to be done throughout the week. 
4) Every day around 5pm, guys randomly chose their uniform colour and played a match! 
5) And every evening we watched an episode of Merlin or a Marvel movie or some such. 

Day after day, week after week, 
month after month, we did our best to take care of one another.

Sometimes we just hung out... we dreamed... and brainstormed, 
and then one day we realized a great idea to help fill a great need... 

http://www.sweetretreatkids.com/choose-love-oopsy-daisy.html
http://www.sweetretreatkids.com/choose-love-oopsy-daisy.html


LOCKED DOWN IN KAMONKOLI?   PLAY ON!!!

signspinterest.com

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/766667536539795739/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/766667536539795739/
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Love Is The Answer Financials
2019/20

 1:34 PM
 09/02/20
 Accrual Basis

 Love Is The Answer
 Balance Sheet

 As of February 29, 2020
Feb 29, 20

ASSETS

Current Assets

Chequing/Savings

1000 · BANK

1068 · CIBC 11,463.90

1085 · Cash on Hand 2,040.00

1300 · UGANDA Advances Paid 9,607.05

Total 1000 · BANK 23,110.95

Total Chequing/Savings 23,110.95

Accounts Receivable
1200 · Accounts Receivable (Unpaid or unapplied customer invoices and credits) 407.29

Total Accounts Receivable 407.29

Other Current Assets
1201 · Undeposited Funds (Funds received, but not yet deposited to a bank account) 8,169.75

Total Other Current Assets 8,169.75

Total Current Assets 31,687.99

Fixed Assets
1500 · Office Equipment 2,417.25

Total Fixed Assets 2,417.25
TOTAL ASSETS 34,105.24

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable
2100 · Accounts Payable (Unpaid or unapplied vendor bills or credits) 34,795.81

Total Accounts Payable 34,795.81

Total Current Liabilities 34,795.81

Total Liabilities 34,795.81

Equity

3000 · Opening Balance Equity (Opening balances during setup) 24,926.34

3560 · *Retained Earnings (Undistributed earnings of the corporation) 2,829.48

Net Income -28,446.39

Total Equity -690.57
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 34,105.24

 Page 1 of 1



 1:33 PM
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 Love Is The Answer
 Profit & Loss

 March 2019 through February 2020
Mar '19 - Feb 20

Income

4000 · DONATIONS

4010 · Donations - Tax receipted 192,998.64

4020 · Donations-Non Tax Receipted 20,874.30

4000 · DONATIONS - Other 3,412.43

Total 4000 · DONATIONS 217,285.37

4050 · Reimbursement Income 0.22

Total Income 217,285.59

Gross Profit 217,285.59

Expense

5000 · COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS

5571 · Consulting Fees 30,147.99

5000 · COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS - Other 1.43

Total 5000 · COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS 30,149.42

6000 · OFFICE

6030 · Accounting & Legal 3,901.39

6045 · Bank Fees & CC Charges 99.50

6050 · Postage & Courier 15.06

6055 · Printing 2,057.34

Total 6000 · OFFICE 6,073.29

7000 · PROGRAM EXPENSES

7005 · Program Materials and Supplies 16,619.01

7010 · Food & Refreshments 528.93

7035 · Medical Supplies & treatments 5,418.60

7040 · Books, Subscription, Reference 330.00

7045 · School Fees & Supplies 84,510.52

7050 · Clothing and Uniforms 1,373.27

7055 · Airtime 1,187.19

7060 · Construction expenses 85,589.11

Total 7000 · PROGRAM EXPENSES 195,556.63

7500 · FUNDRAISING EXPENSES

7510 · Paypal Canada Helps Charges 163.17

7520 · Fundraising Expense 1,904.94

Total 7500 · FUNDRAISING EXPENSES 2,068.11

8000 · GENERAL EXPENSE

8010 · Travel,Transportation,Meetings

8011 · Gas 5,371.82

8012 · Vehicle expenses, truck repair 5,294.46

8010 · Travel,Transportation,Meetings - Other 1,155.05

Total 8010 · Travel,Transportation,Meetings 11,821.33

8020 · Fund shortages 63.20

Total 8000 · GENERAL EXPENSE 11,884.53

Total Expense 245,731.98
Net Income -28,446.39

 Page 1 of 1



Love Is The Answer Financials
2020/21
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 Love Is The Answer
 Balance Sheet

 As of 28 February 2021
28 Feb 21

ASSETS

Current Assets

Chequing/Savings

1000 · BANK

1068 · CIBC 101,496.30

1080 · Paypal Clearing 1,271.50

1085 · Cash on Hand 10,376.57

1300 · UGANDA Advances Paid 14,563.81

Total 1000 · BANK 127,708.18

Total Chequing/Savings 127,708.18

Accounts Receivable
1200 · Accounts Receivable (Unpaid or unapplied customer invoices and credits) 407.29

Total Accounts Receivable 407.29

Other Current Assets
1201 · Undeposited Funds (Funds received, but not yet deposited to a bank account) 15,544.04

Total Other Current Assets 15,544.04

Total Current Assets 143,659.51

Fixed Assets
1500 · Office Equipment 966.90

Total Fixed Assets 966.90
TOTAL ASSETS 144,626.41

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable
2100 · Accounts Payable (Unpaid or unapplied vendor bills or credits) 16,718.98

Total Accounts Payable 16,718.98

Total Current Liabilities 16,718.98

Total Liabilities 16,718.98

Equity

3000 · Opening Balance Equity (Opening balances during setup) 24,926.34

3500 · Retained Earnings 27,772.76

3560 · *Retained Earnings (Undistributed earnings of the corporation) -22,931.91

Net Income 98,140.24

Total Equity 127,907.43
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 144,626.41

 Page 1 of 1



Mar '20 - Feb 21

Income

4000 · DONATIONS

4010 · Donations - Tax receipted 179,184.10

4000 · DONATIONS - Other 149.52

Total 4000 · DONATIONS 179,333.62

4400 · FUNDRAISING 36,325.67

Total Income 215,659.29

Gross Profit 215,659.29

Expense

5000 · COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS
5571 · Consulting Fees 22,425.00

Total 5000 · COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS 22,425.00

6000 · OFFICE

6020 · Utilities 1,877.33

6030 · Accounting & Legal 5,015.58

6045 · Bank Fees & CC Charges 30.72

6065 · Business Fees & Licenses 12.03

6095 · Depreciation exp 1,450.35

Total 6000 · OFFICE 8,386.01

7000 · PROGRAM EXPENSES

7005 · Program Materials and Supplies 22,462.51

7035 · Medical Supplies & treatments 6,944.92

7045 · School Fees & Supplies 21,572.23

7055 · Airtime 1,105.10

7060 · Construction expenses 12,297.02

7000 · PROGRAM EXPENSES - Other 7,845.75

Total 7000 · PROGRAM EXPENSES 72,227.53

7500 · FUNDRAISING EXPENSES

7510 · Paypal Canada Helps Charges 120.13

7520 · Fundraising Expense 987.89

Total 7500 · FUNDRAISING EXPENSES 1,108.02

8000 · GENERAL EXPENSE

8010 · Travel,Transportation,Meetings

8011 · Gas 5,049.57

8012 · Vehicle expenses, truck repair 4,109.65

8010 · Travel,Transportation,Meetings - Other 3,465.16

Total 8010 · Travel,Transportation,Meetings 12,624.38

8000 · GENERAL EXPENSE - Other 748.11

Total 8000 · GENERAL EXPENSE 13,372.49

Total Expense 117,519.05
Net Income 98,140.24

Love Is The Answer
Profit and Loss 

March 2020 through February 2021



Summary Notes on LITA’s 2019/20 - 2020/21 Financial Statements 

1) Administration Revenue/Expenses Notes: 

• LITA strives to collect donations for Administration and Project expenses separately. 
Our yearly goal is that 100% of Administration expenses will be covered by 
donations received specifically for Admin, with 100% of Project contributions applied 
to projects directly affecting orphaned and vulnerable children.

• In 2019/20, a total of $30,332 was fund raised for Administration Expenses. Total 
Admin Exp including ‘Consultant Fees’ (described below) were $33,589 resulting in 
2% of Project Revenue being used to help cover Admin Expenses. 

• In 2020/21, a total of $25,365 was fund raised for Administration Expenses. Total 
Admin Exp including ‘Consultant fees’ (described below) were $27,353 resulting in 
1% of Project Revenue being used to help cover Admin Expenses. 

• Summary: In 6 out of 10 years since LITA’s registration in 2011, 100% of donations 
for LITA Programs for orphaned and vulnerable children have been applied in their 
entirety to projects for the children. The four years of exception include: 2012 where 
7 cents, 2018: 5 cents, 2019: 2 cents, and 2020: 1 cent from every dollar donated to 
Projects chipped in to help cover administrative expenses. 

2) Other terms defined: 

• ‘Consultant Fees’ are payments the LITA Board has authorized for LITA Agents on 
the ground in Uganda, including Board Member Catherine Koch, for work performed 
over and above that of a Board Member. Consulting Fees are supported 100% by a 
Board member’s generous donation to LITA Administration. 

We Thank You For Your Kind Interest In Love Is The Answer 
and Your Generous Support For Those We Serve. 

Endnotes:
1) E. & O.E. - Errors and Omissions Excepted 
2) All throughout - “Choose Love’ artwork: we share links and thank the unknown artists for all of the images found online 

at duckduckgo.com images.  
3) Except where noted, all photos were taken by LITA and are the property of Love Is The Answer. 



Phone - 778.887.4747
Email - info@loveistheanswer.ca
Address - 5436 Chestnut Crescent
Ladner, BC, Canada V4K 1J4

Love Is The Answer Canada
Board of Directors - 2019/20/21

Catherine Koch
President

Nikki Wiebe
Vice President

Tim Koch
Treasurer

Terry Adler
Secretary

Nancy Herb
Director

Love Is The Answer Contact Info: 

Phone - 604.218.9299

#123  7184 - 120th Street, 
Surrey, BC   Canada V3W 0M6 

Email - info@loveistheanswer.ca
Website - www.loveistheanswer.ca

Morning Light, Sipi Falls, Uganda

Headed by Cath, the LITA Uganda 
Board Members are: 

VP, Gideon: student - joined LITA in 2007; has 
completed O Level, two Certificates in Plumbing, a Diploma 
in Water Engineering and Sanitation, and a Bachelor Degree 
in Business Administration, Accounting and Finance (2021). 
Gideon is currently studying online for a Masters Degree in 
Project Planning and Management; 
 
Treasurer, Benard: student - joined LITA in 2011; has 
completed O Level, a Certificate in Public Administration and 
a Diploma in Social Work and Social Administration (2020). 
Benard is currently studying online for a Bachelors Degree in 
International Relations and Diplomacy. 

Secretary, Silver: student - joined LITA in 2011; has 
completed O Level and a Certificate in Comprehensive 
Nursing (2020). Currently volunteering at a local Health Unit, 
Silver plans to study Clinical Medicine in 2022 for two years, 
and then enter medical school for specialization; 

Program Director and Field Coordinator, Mr. 
Johnson: met Catherine in 2007, formally joined LITA in 
2017, has completed O and A Levels, a Diploma in Theology, 
and is a Music Teacher at numerous primary schools. Mr 
Johnson plans to enroll for a Diploma in Project Planning 
and Management when institutions reopen; 

mailto:info@loveistheanswer.ca
mailto:info@loveistheanswer.ca
http://www.loveistheanswer.ca
http://www.loveistheanswer.ca
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